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From: Joan S Leon
To: Rhonda Garietz; Alice Patino; Bob Orach; Council - jb remote mail; Council - tz remote mail; Willie Green
Subject: council agenda June 18
Date: Tuesday, June 18, 2013 9:58:50 AM


Please read this into the record as written communication.


To: Santa Maria City Council Members


From: Santa Maria Community Coalition


Subject:  Item #5 -- city budget


The staff report identifies  "large ongoing new public safety expenses,"
such as $168,000 in increased utility costs for the new police facility.
This cost is suggested to be paid out of Measure U funds.  Since this is
ongoing, how will this be paid when Measure U runs out? 


With such high utility costs, it seems prudent to use every available
feature on the facility to reduce these costs.  We understand that the
HVAC system will be replaced and a new roof.  We suggest that solar
panels be installed on the building, applying for grants to cover this
cost, and any other funding sources available.  The long-term cost
savings on electricity should recover the initial expense.


The staff report also lists the $800,000 grant for the fire department to
 hire 9 firefighters for two years.  We understood that Measure U was to
augment city general funds for public safety.  Instead of using Measure U
funds, the grant is being used to cover 2012-2014.  How will those 9
positions be paid for when Measure U runs out?  Will the city set aside
$800,000 in Measure U funds to pay for these firefighters in years 10 and
11 after Measure U expires?


We support the use of convention center trust funds for the one-time
expense of police department facilities at the new Betteravia site.


Sincerely,


Joan Leon for the SMCC


____________________________________________________________
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Item 5 - Letter from Joan Leon re Budget & Amendments










































