CITY PROFILE

DEMOGRAPHICS, STATISTICS, AND HISTORICAL INFORMATION

The City of Santa Maria is located in Santa Barbara
County on the west coast of California in what is
known as the Central Coast. Santa Maria is the
largest City by population and geographic area in
the County.

\ City of

Santa Maria

A

Santa
Barbara
County

Approximate City Land Area:
23 square miles (59.57 square kilometers)

City Population:

2010............... 100,062 * State estimate
2000.........cvvvevnnns 77,423
1990.........ccce... 61,552
1980.........ccce..... 39,685
1970......cccceeeeee. 32,749

All figures from U.S. Census except 2010

State of California Department of Finance estimated
the population at 100,062 as of January 1, 2011.

Census count of 99,553 is from April 1, 2010.

2010 Population by Race and Ethnicity (Census)

Total Population..........cccccooeviiiiieeeee e, 99,553
Hispanic or Latino (of any race).........ccccceeeenn. 70,114
Not Hispanic or Latino .........ccccceevvvviviieeenneennnn, 29,439
White alone (not Hispanic) ........cccccceeevviiinnnee, 21,626
TWO OF MOFE FACES....cuueeeiereeeeerieeeeere et eeeaanns 5,040
ASIAN AlONE .....veeiiiiieeee e 4,652
Black or African American Alone..........ccccce....... 1,193
American Indian and Alaskan Native Alone ......... 345
Native Hawaiian or

Other Pacific Islander Alone.........cccccceeeeeeeveenee. 132

Average Household Size:
3.66 persons (2010 Census)

Median household income:

$46,842..........c...... in 2009
$36,541........uee... in 1999
Mean (average) household income:
$58,447 .....cccve. in 2009
$44,137 ..o in 1999

Building Activity (new construction, additions, etc.)

Calendar Year Permits Value
2010, 1,371, $93,123,922
2009 1,366 e, $37,491,446
2008....ccoeeeeeeieieeeiiiinns 1,344, 76,099,033
2007 oo 1,562, 105,882,900
2006.....cceeeeieieieiiiiiiiaians 1,673 i, 133,304,697
2005.....oiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiinas 1,683 i, 110,654,541

Santa Maria has approximately 27,600 housing units, six
percent of which are vacant. Of the total housing units,
63 percent are single-unit structures, 31 percent are
multi-unit structures, and six percent are mobile homes.
Thirty-two percent of the housing units have been

constructed since 1990.

Major Employers:

Type of
Employer Business Employees
*VVandenberg Air Force Base Military 4,300
Marian Medical Center Hospital 1,450
Santa Maria-Bonita School Dist  Education 1,400
Allan Hancock College Education 890
Santa Maria Jt. High School Dist.  Education 871
City of Santa Maria Municipality 541
Betteravia Farms Agriculture 533
C&D Zodiac, Inc. Aircraft 491
Den-Mat Corporation Dental Products 361
Vocational Training Center Rehabilitation 340
Wal-Mart General Retall 300
Costco Retailer 256

*Although located outside the City limits, Vandenberg Air
Force Base is near the City and is a major source of

local employment.

Industries:

For the civilian employed population 16 years and older,
the leading industries in are agriculture, forestry, fishing,
hunting, mining (26 percent); educational services, health
care, social assistance (16 percent), and retail trades (9.9

percent).
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Occupations and Type of Employer:
Among the most common occupations are:

Sales and OffiCe ......cuvveiiiiiiii 24%
Farming, fishing, forestry ........cccocceviieiiiinnene 20%
Management, professional .............ccccccceeviiinnnen. 17%
SBIVICE .iiiiie ettt 16%
Production, transportation, material moving........ 16%

Construction, extraction, maintenance, repair....... 6%

Class of Worker:

Private wage and salary ...........coccccvvveveveeiiiinnnnen, 81%
LT 01 Z=T1 o1 0 11T o1 12%
Self-employed..........cocviiiiiiiiiii 7%
2009 Civilian Labor FOrce .......cccevvvvvveeeeeee o 39,192
Education:

As of 2009, 64.2 percent of the population were high
school graduates or higher, and 12.6 percent had a
bachelor's degree or higher.

Source: 2009 American Community Survey

Public Schools:

Institution Enroliment
Santa Maria-Bonita

School District (K-8) .....cccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiieeiins 13,726
Allan Hancock College ...........ooocoviieeeiieennnnn .. 12,321

Santa Maria Jt. Union High School District ....... 7,114

Museums:

Santa Maria Museum of Flight

Santa Maria Valley Discovery Museum

Santa Maria Valley Historical Society Museum
Santa Maria Valley Natural History Museum
Santa Maria Valley Railroad Museum

Parks:

Santa Maria has 27 City parks including more than
234 acres of turf, trees, and play fields, two public
swimming pools, gazebos for summer concerts,
plenty of places to barbecue, and an 11-acre lake
park where visitors can fish. The City also owns a
1,774-acre regional open space called Los Flores
Ranch Park, located about eight miles south of
Santa Maria.

City Parks: "Parks are adjacent to each other

Adam Park” Alice Trefts Park
Armstrong Park Atkinson Park

Buena Vista Park Fletcher Park

Grogan Park Hagerman Sports Complex

Jim May Park

Maramonte Park

North Preisker Ranch Park
Pioneer Park

Oakley Park

Rodenberger Park

Russell Park

Simas Park

Tunnell Park

Westgate Park

Joe White Park

Minami Park”

Perlman Park

Preisker Park

Rice Park

Rotary Centennial Park
Sierra Vista Park
Stanley Park

Veterans Memorial Park

Aerial view of the 1,774-acre Los Flores Ranch Park

Local Hospital:
Marian Medical Center

Transportation:
Highways serving the area:

Airport:
Public Transit:
Legislative Districts:

State Senate District 15
State Assembly District 33

U.S. Highway 101
State Route 135
State Route 166

Santa Maria Public Airport

Santa Maria Area Transit
The Breeze

Santa Barbara County 5 Supervisorial District

Zip codes:
Area code: 805

Weather:

93454-93458

Average yearly rainfall: 14 inches
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City Government

The City of Santa Maria was incorporated on September 12, 1905. The City became a Charter City in December
2000, after the voters of Santa Maria approved a ballot measure in November 2000 to change from a General
Law City to a Charter City. A Charter City can adopt laws, different than the general State laws, to meet the
specific needs of the city. The operation of a city under a charter is often referred to as “home rule.”

The City operates under the council-manager form of government. Councilmembers are elected at-large for
four-year, overlapping terms of office. The Mayor is separately elected by a popular vote, for a four-year term.

City History
The community’s roots are traced back to the days of the California missions. After Mission San Luis Obispo was

established in 1772 and Mission La Purisima (in what is now Lompoc) in 1787, settlers were attracted to the
Santa Maria Valley. In 1821, when Spain granted Mexico its independence, mission lands were made available
for private ownership. In 1874, four of the valley’s prominent settlers, Rudolph Cook, John Thornburg, Isaac
Fesler, and Isaac Miller, each donated land where their properties met to form a city centered on Main Street and
Broadway. The townsite map was recorded in Santa Barbara in 1875.

The community was not always known as Santa Maria. The town was originally known as Grangerville — for a
Grange co-operative store started by Thornburg. Later, it took on a new name, Central City, because the town lay
between Guadalupe and Sisquoc. But the name Central City, California, kept getting confused with Central City,
Colorado. Mail intended for Central City, California was being sent to the Colorado community of the same name.
Thornburg reportedly came up with the name Santa Maria from the name that settler Juan Pacifico Ontiveros had
given to his property 25 years earlier. Ontiveros and his wife had arrived in the area in 1855 and built a palatial
adobe (a home built of clay and straw bricks) at the mouth of a local canyon and called their home Santa Maria.
The home was finished in 1858. Ontiveros already named the nearby waterway “Santa Maria Creek,” until it
rained for 30 days and 30 nights in 1861-1862, and then he referred to it as a river. This waterway is known
today as the Santa Maria River.

The change of name from Central City to Santa Maria was noted in the
first issue of the Santa Maria Times on April 22, 1882.

The Santa Maria Valley saw oil exploration begin in 1888, leading to
large-scale discoveries around the turn of the century. In 1901, William
Orcutt urged his company (Union Qil) to move forward by leasing more
than 70,000 acres within a year. Soon, Union Oil and a number of
smaller companies were pumping for oil. By the end of 1903, Union OQil,
the major player in the region, had 22 wells in production. Several
significant discoveries followed, including the Orcutt and Cat Canyon
fields in 1904 and 1908, respectively. Union Oil's Hartnell Well No. 1
(known as Old Maude) struck a large oil-bearing reservoir in the Orcutt
field in late 1904 and reportedly produced one million barrels of oil in its
first 100 days of operation. Oil development intensified in 1930s, spurring
the City's growth even further. By 1957, there were 1,775 oil wells in
operation in the Santa Maria Valley, producing more than $64 million
worth of oil.

In 1905, faced with the need to provide local governance to the rapidly == :
growing population attracted to the valley, due to the discovery of ail, = _ g e adh
Santa Maria was incorporated as a general law city. That same year, . == p SRS o S
Union Sugar built the valley’s first major industrial plant in Betteravia.  Oil production in the valley is more
Acres of sugar beets were grown and sugar cane and beets were than a century old.

imported from inland California and other American and foreign fields. A

cattle feeding yard was developed to dispose of waste from the sugar

plant.

Xi
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Soon after the incorporation, people began talking about the possibility of a library and in 1907 the City appointed
a Board.

Because the Carnegie Library Foundation was giving money for buildings in order to encourage the use of
libraries, the Board applied for a grant in the amount of $10,000. The women of the Minerva Club received their
wish for a new library. After consideration of various locations, Mr. Paul O. Tietzen generously donated a plot of
land and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie kept his promise. A beautiful Carnegie Library opened in May 1909,
initially with 600 volumes.

In 1908, an electric streetcar provided service to the northwest part of the
City. Three years later, the Santa Maria Valley Railroad was constructed
by an oil syndicate. Before World War Il, Santa Maria Valley Railroad and
Pacific Coast Railway trains connected areas east and south of Santa
Maria to the Southern Pacific line at Guadalupe. An ice plant at Miller
supplied ice for the refrigerator cars, which carried vegetables and other
produce.

Frank McCoy came to work for the new Union Sugar plant. Immediately
he saw that the City, located midway between Los Angeles and San
Francisco, had no comfortable hotel accommodations. When he retired in
1915, he bought a lot eight blocks south of the center of the town and built
the Santa Maria Inn. With its beautiful flower gardens, the Inn became a
popular stopping-place for important travelers from all over the world. With the addition of the six-floor tower in
1984, it now provides 166 rooms and suites.

The Carnegie Library

In 1919, a two-story 13-room home built by Robert
Martin on South Broadway was sold to a group of
businessmen and later became the Santa Maria
Club. This private men’'s club served as the
political and social center of the valley for many
years. The members built a huge barbecue pit
and developed the famous “Santa Maria Style
Barbecue.” Later, the building became the
Landmark Restaurant and Lounge and barbecue
duties were assumed by the Elk’'s Lodge.

In 1928, Hancock Field, Santa Maria’s first airport,
was opened on the east side of town. Captain
Hancock was president of Santa Maria Airlines
and founded the College of Aeronautics at that
field. Later Allan Hancock College was built on
the site of Hancock Field. Today, the college The Santa Maria Valley Railroad was incorporated in
offers more than 1,300 courses in over 100 fields 1911 and in 1915 was sold to Captain G. Allan Hancock.
of study via nine academic departments and is a Today it has 14 miles of mainline track and serves
major focal point in the community with an freight customers in the Santa Maria Valley, linking with
economic impact of over $150 million annually. the Union Pacific Railroad at Guadalupe.

City Hall was dedicated in 1934. Nearby, a new library opened in 1941 that, over the years, was expanded three
times, including an expansion in 1970.

In the mid-1970s, the Santa Maria Town Center Mall was added to the City's downtown, creating 400,000 square-
feet of enclosed retail shopping. The Mall was expanded in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Since then, the City
Council has acted aggressively to create and preserve the City's status as a regional retail hub. In 1999, the
commercial area along Bradley Road expanded and the Crossroads Shopping Center opened at Betteravia Road
and Highway 101. The City has continued to add major "destination" retail outlets to its existing retail offerings.

Xii
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By 1990, it was obvious to all that the City's
Main Library was too small. The City Council
approved a Library Master Plan in 1998 and the
City applied for State grant funding in June
2002, in order to finance a new library. The new
Main Library opened in August 2008 and the
59,000-square-foot building is loaded with
technology, a children’s library, computer center,
a literacy center, study rooms and a Library
Shop.

More than 10,000 visitors celebrated the Public
Library’s grand opening. The building is twice
the size of the old library, and the children's
section is three times larger. Patrons enjoy the
expanded book collections, 77 public computers

(30 in the computer lab), the children's theater,

library café, community meeting room (Shepard Nearly 2,000 patrons, per day, use the Public Library.

Hall) and literacy center, among many features.

During its first year, about 2,000 people per day used the new library. The community meeting room, Shepard

Hall, features exhibits and is frequently used for meetings.

organizations and the
citizenry in the
identification and
solutions of problems.

Agriculture has always
been  significant to
Santa Maria. Many
modern farms have
been in the same family
The teen lounge is a popular hangout. for generations, and
about one in every five
local jobs is tied to agriculture. Santa Maria Valley farms and ranches
made a huge contribution to Santa Barbara County’'s gross crop
production value of over $1.1 billion in 2009. In fact, the County ranked
14" among California’s 58 counties in terms of crop production value.

New technologies are emerging. Canada-based Windset Farms is
building, in Santa Maria, a new, multimillion-dollar project that will feature
the first hydroponic farming in the region. Windset Farms will occupy
four 32-acre greenhouses, a packing house and other facilities, 5.7
million square feet in total, and create more than 240 jobs growing and
processing tomatoes.

Xiii

‘ On June 20, 1998, Santa Maria was selected, as one of 10 cities
from throughout the nation, to receive the coveted All-America
City designation. The program promotes the collaboration of
individuals,  businesses,

local government,  non-profit

Santa Maria grown strawberries
accounted for $344 million in
value in 2009.
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Santa Marians like to play hard, too. Every June, the Santa Maria Elks
Rodeo is a three- to four-day event made possible by more than 1,300
volunteers who work on numerous committees. The result is the
annual parade on Broadway (State Highway 135), the rodeo, a rodeo
gueen contest, beard-a-reno contest, a mini rodeo, concerts, dances,
barbeques, banquets, and much more.

The City’s Future:

Growth is very much in the City’s future. Santa Maria is located along
California’'s beautiful Central Coast. Tourism is increasing in the
region, as visitors seek the pleasant weather and the famed wine
country.  More national retailers have arrived and commercial
occupancy rates are high.

The local hospital, Marian Medical Center, has embarked on an
ambitious expansion involving a four-story, 216,000-square-foot
building. This expansion, due for completion in 2011, will increase the
number of beds from 132 to 188. The project involves the expansion
and relocation of the emergency room, pharmacy, and dietary services
to the new facility.

Held annually in June, the Santa Maria
Elks Rodeo celebrates Santa Maria's
heritage.

From a commercial standpoint, the Santa
Maria Airport Business Park Specific Plan,
approved by the City Council, is a 20- to 30-
year plan for the development of 740 acres of
airport property. Future development could
create more than 6,400 jobs. New businesses
may take advantage of the airport, which has
the longest runway on the Central Coast. An
extension, to approximately 8,000 feet, is
planned, to better accommodate and handle
commuter business jets, other large aircrafts
Depiction of the future Marian Medical Center. and general aviation aircraft.

Xiv
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Timeline:

1856

1874

1882

1905

1909

1911

1925

1934

Juan Pacifico Ontiveros and his wife, Maria
Martina Osuna purchase Rancho Tepusquet.
Arriving on the “Feast of Mary”, they name
their ranch “Santa Maria” and build an adobe.

Rudolph Cook, John Thornburg, Isaac Fesler,
and Isaac Miller donate land to form a town
called Grangerville, later renamed Central
City.

Central City was later renamed Santa Maria.

The Pacific Coast Railway arrives, connecting
Santa Maria to Port Hartford (now Port San
Luis).

The City of Santa Maria is born on September
12, 1905. The vote is 202 votes for and 139
against incorporation.

The Carnegie Library opens.

Santa Maria Valley Railroad is incorporated.

Captain Allan G. Hancock establishes the
Santa Maria Valley Railroad and Hancock
College of Aeronautics (now Allan Hancock
College).

Santa Maria High School opens.

Dedication of the new City Hall. In its early
days, the building housed the City Judge,
Department of Motor Vehicles and Chamber
of Commerce.

o = L ETORCRREE,

City Hall, built in 1934.

XV

1959

1975

1989

1998

2000

2005

2006

2008

Santa Maria River Levee is built by Army
Corps of Engineers (1959-1963) to deter
continuous  flooding  from  upstream
watersheds.

Santa Maria Town Center East Mall opens
with a three-level parking structure. It
becomes the first major indoor shopping
center on the Central Coast.

Town Center West Mall opens across the
street from the Town Center East Mall. Both
Malls straddle Highway 135 and are
connected by a pedestrian bridge.

Santa Maria Receives the All-America City
designation from the National Civic League.

December 12, 2000, the Secretary of State
approves the City’s Charter status.

The City holds its year-long Centennial
Celebration.

With 89,917 residents, Santa Maria
becomes the most populous city in Santa
Maria Barbara County for the first time.

The City acquired the 1,774-acre Los Flores
Ranch property.

The 60,000 square-foot new Main Library
opens in August to a crowd of over 10,000
on the first day and quickly becomes the
jewel of the Central Coast.

Young readers enjoying the Library.
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Little Known Facts About The Santa Maria Valley:

The Legend of Zorro was based on the life of Solomon Pico, a murderous bandit who camped in the Santa
Maria hills.

From 1962-1963, John Madden was the head coach of Santa Maria’s Allan Hancock College football team.

The Historic Santa Maria Inn (opened May 1917) was a favorite of William Randolph Hearst (American
newspaper magnate) and his friends, who often stayed at the Inn on journeys to Hearst Castle in San Luis
Obispo County. Marilyn Monroe, Clark Gable, Shirley Temple, Jimmy Stewart, and Rudolph Valentino were
among the Inn’s notable guest during the “Golden Years” in Hollywood.

In 1904, Old Maude, Santa Maria’s first oil well, produced 1,000,000 barrels of oil in its first 100 days of
operation.

The Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Complex just west of Santa Maria boasts the highest beach dunes in the
western United States, with some towering 500 feet. The 1923 Cecil B. DeMille’s silent movie, “The Ten
Commandments,” was filmed in the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Preserve. Due to weather and wind, the set
was gradually buried beneath the sand.

In 1978, the Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce copyrighted the Santa Maria Style Barbecue recipe to
protect the genuine article.

The Minerva Clubhouse, located in Santa Maria, was designed in 1927 by Julia Morgan, famed architect of
Hearst Castle, a State park approximately 50 miles north of Santa Maria.

The Santa Maria Public Airport stands at the site of a U.S. Army Air Field used during World War II.

The 1963 Allan Hancock College Bulldog coaching staff, from left to right: End Coach Jim Wood, Head
Coach John Madden, Defense Coach Dick Mannini, Backfield Coach Ernie Zampese.

Photo courtesy of Allan Hancock College.
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