
Remember to MAKE THE CONNECTION and only send rain down the storm drain!
Thank you for being environmentally responsible and for keeping the City of  Santa Maria clean!
If  you have any questions, please contact the Utilities Department at 805-925-0951, ext. 7270 or 
visit us at www.ci.santamaria.ca.us.

It’s up to you to make sure litter,
pesticides, detergents, oil and grease, 
and pet waste do not end up in the 
storm drain.  The storm drain system 
discharges untreated water directly into 
creeks, rivers, and eventually the ocean.  

You can prevent harmful substances 
from entering storm drains by keeping 
yards, driveways, sidewalks, and streets 
clean.   When it rains, water carries all 
kinds of  pollutants to the storm drains 
and into our waterways throughout 
Santa Maria.  
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Car, Lawnmower, and Equipment Maintenance
    Catch any fluid leaks using a drip pan.
    Clean up spills with absorbents like cat litter, then dispose of  them properly.
    DON’T use a hose to wash spills into storm drains!
    Wash your car at a commercial/coin operated car wash where wash water is treated    
    and recycled.  If  you must wash it at home, use soap and detailing products with care.              
    Try to divert the water to a vegetated area.

Gardening and Landscaping
    Use only the amount of  gardening chemicals you need.  Check out “green” gardening 
    chemicals at local retailers and consider alternative methods.
    Use only the water you need.  Check sprinklers to ensure you don’t waste water
    —and money— by watering the sidewalk.
    Cover any stockpiles of  dirt or mulch before it rains or gets windy.

Driveways and Sidewalks
    Sweep off  driveways and sidewalks rather than hosing them down.  Dispose of  the
    waste in trash bins.

Pet Waste
    Pet waste is very harmful to humans, so clean up after your pets and dispose of  pet 
    waste in a trash bin.

Illegal Dumping
    Dumping waste into the storm drain is illegal!  Call the Storm Water Hotline at
    (805) 925-0951, ext. 7777 to confidentially report any illegal/unacceptable actions.
    Properly dispose of  hazardous materials such as paints and paint thinners,
    pesticides, oil and fuel additives, starter fluids, and solvents for free at the Santa 
    Maria Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located at the Santa Maria 
    Regional Landfill,  2065 East Main Street.   
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