IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS BY CITY ATTORNEY
CITY OF SANTA MARIA- MEASURE C2026
ONE-HALF (1/2) CENT TRANSACTIONS AND USE (SALES) TAX

The Santa Maria City Council has placed Measure C2026 on the bailot to ask the voters
of Santa Maria if the City should enact a local one-half (1/2) cent sales tax. The sales
tax is also called a transactions and use tax. The City currently collects a local one (1)
cent sales tax under the previously adopted Measure U. If approved by the voters, this
local one-half (1/2) cent sales tax would be collected in the same manner as the existing
local one (1) cent sales tax. The proposed increased local sales tax would continue until
repealed by the voters of the City.

As a general local tax approved by the voters of Santa Maria, Measure C2026's

revenue must be placed in the City's general fund and used for general governmental
purposes. It is estimated that Measure C2026 will provide an additional $13 million in
annual local funding that could be used to maintain and enhance community services
including parks and recreation, the aquatic center, library, youth programs, and roads
and streets. The State cannot take the revenue from Measure C2026 for its own use.

Measure C2026 would require annual independent audits to account for the tax
revenues received and expenditures made in relation to the local one-half (1/2) cent
sales tax. Such audits will be provided to the City Council for their review.

A “Yes” vote is a vote to approve the local one-half (1/2) cent sales tax. A “No” vote is a
vote against the local one-half (1/2) cent sales tax. Measure C2026 will be approved if it
receives a simple majority of “Yes” votes.

The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure C2026. If you desire a
copy of Measure C2026, please call the Santa Maria City Clerk’s Office at (805)
925-0951, extension 2306, and a copy will be mailed at no cost to you.
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