City of
Santa Maria

Santa Maria Design & Development Guidelines for
Development of Landscape in Parks & Streetscapes

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of these Standards is to provide a uniform design theme for the landscaping
within the City of Santa Maria, including the Landscape Maintenance Districts, which will
serve as a buffer between the street and adjacent land uses, and provide a pleasant visual
experience for the pedestrian and motorist. The desire for all landscape projects is to carefully
integrate community needs, environmental conditions and natural resources into a network of
functional and aesthetically pleasing streetscapes, parks and public open space areas, that
require minimum amount of maintenance and supplemental irrigation.

The property owners and/or Developers of land with includes publicly maintained space such
as right of ways, trails, open spaces such as parks shall meet or exceed the requirements of
Chapter 44 of Title 12 of the Municipal Code. As well as the guidelines and prescriptions
identified in the “City of Santa Maria Urban Forestry Field Guide” and the “City of Santa
Maria Urban Forest Management Plan”. Both are available on the City of Santa Maria
website. (https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/)

The design and implementation of a project's landscape design should address all functional
and aesthetic site-specific design issues including sustainable landscape practices.
Sustainable landscape practices include the use of native plant material where appropriate
and regionally adapted plants that are well suited to the site conditions, with low requirements
of labor, fertilizers and pesticides to thrive.

All plans shall be designed utilizing the plant palette and methodologies in these guidelines,
appendices and standards. All submitted planting designs shall allow for room for the plants
to grow and develop natural growth habits without creating physical or visual obstacles or
hazards. All plans shall integrate the project into the immediate surroundings and adjacent
properties.
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The maintenance of public easement landscaping within flood control basins will be funded
through a Landscape Maintenance District or a Special Benefit Zone, with the possible
exception of maintenance of commercial and industrial landscape easement property,
including basins. For commercial property the parkway landscape may be maintained by the
property owner to the satisfaction of the City. The medians and roundabouts will be
maintained through a Landscape Maintenance District. Acceptance into a District shall be
completed prior to recordation of the final map. No Building Permit (temporary or
permanent) shall be issued until the Petition Requesting Annexation has been signed and
returned to the Recreation and Parks Department.

All new construction shall conform to the requirements of this manual and, in addition, is
subject to at least a one-year installation guarantee for both the landscape and irrigation. The
installation shall conform to the City approved landscape plan. The owner shall guarantee all
planting and irrigation equipment for one full year after written acceptance of the installation
by the Recreation and Parks Department. Upon completion of installation of landscaping
and/or irrigation, it is the responsibility of the developer or his representative to contact the
Recreation and Parks Department to schedule a walk through at least two (2) business days in
advance.

The rate of growth and establishment of all planting will be monitored by the Recreation and
Parks Department. If plants do not grow in a manner typical of their species under the site
conditions, the Recreation and Parks Department may require remedial measures such as
additional planting or replanting, weeding, additional fertilizer or other adjustments.
Replacement of plant material is required within 30 calendar days of receipt of corrections.
The Developer and/or his contractor will be responsible for the final application of pre and
post emergent chemicals.

In order to expedite the submittal and approval process for landscape improvements, the City
is providing you with the templates for plan preparation in digital form. These standard
drawings include a blank and formatted base sheet format at 24x36, a title sheet, planting,
irrigation and hardscape details, notes, callouts. The standards include planting and irrigation
material palettes and standard specifications.

In order to aid the plan preparer, the standards are divided in two groups, Streetscapes and
Parks and Trails. Please do not combine as one consolidated package submittal, as the
standards are unique to the work type and plan checked accordingly. The plans will be
rejected as non-conformance. Please note the standards also include a plan check form to
identify what the City plan checker is looking for in your submittal.
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All deviations from these standards will require approval by the Recreation and Parks
Department prior to first plan submittal.

If questions arise regarding a project that requires clarification, please contact:
City of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department

615 South McClelland Street Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 925-0951, extension 2260

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL PROJECTS:

1. The applicant shall follow all requirements and conditions set forth by the Subdivision
process, Development review process and all conditions of approval.

2. The applicant shall obtain and pay for all permits and fees that are associated with
said project, i.e. water connections & meters, electrical connections & meters, sewer,
encroachment, grading, demolition permits etc.

3. The applicant is also required to obtain the services of a City certified Backflow device
tester to test and register a USC approved Irrigation Backflow Assembly with the City
of Santa Maria Regulatory Compliance Division. Contact (805) 925-0951 extension
7270 for more information on the City's Cross Connection Program. Note: No work
on the irrigation system shall be allowed to proceed until devices are registered and a
copy submitted to the Recreation and Parks Department.

4. The applicant shall obtain, at their own expense, both an agronomic soil test and
report and site permeability test. The test and report must be done by a certified soil
laboratory. Submit a copy of the report to the Recreation and Parks Department after
rough grading of the site and prior to approval of the submitted construction
documents submitted for permit. Refer to the City standard plan submittal template for
additional information. The recommendations shall be incorporated in the final plans
and specifications.

5. The applicant shall provide a certification and guarantee that the Drainage Basin
permeability and conformance with the approved grading plans, details and
specifications to the acceptance of the site for recreation purposes. Final grade
between wall and sidewalk for all public easement areas shall be shown on landscape
plans at time of submittal. The grades shall not exceed a slope of 5:1 without prior
approval by the Recreation and Parks Department.
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6. The applicant shall obtain the services of a California licensed Landscape Architect for

the preparation and submittal of landscape plans for plan approval. The plans shall
be prepared in accordance with these guidelines and standards.

The applicant shall provide the Landscape Architect with all necessary information
required so he/she can effectively design an efficient Landscape and Irrigation design
according to the Landscape and Irrigation Standards. The plans must be in
conformance with all others plans submitted for approval. The applicant shall provide
copies of the associated grading, hardscape and utility plans as reference set to insure
conformity. Failure to do so will result in submittal rejection and delays.

PROJECT PROCESS

Org chart Provide text and org chart graphic Confer with the City. (See Exhibit A on page 10)

Time line: Estimated Time frame from Plan submittal for construction documents

Example: Plan check #1- 6 to 8 weeks, #2- 4 weeks, #3 plus a 4-week cycle.

DESIGN PHASE

1.

Provide a to scale landscape concept plan: The applicant shall submit a conceptual
plan for the proposed project for review and approval. Once the Plan is approved the
City staff will rely on the information when reviewing the submitted construction plans,
details and specification. Deviations from the previously approved plans will require
an approval by the City staff prior to submittal.

Provide a Maintenance and utility layout exhibit: The applicant shall prepare a plan
graphic for the project area illustrating the layout of the dry and wet utilities and their
associated right of ways and easement that will have impact to the proposed project.
The applicant shall also provide an exhibit that illustrates the nature of and limits to
the required public maintenance. Refer to the template provided on the City of Santa
Maria web site for an example format example / sample layout.

Pre-Design Meeting: The applicants design team will present the design intent, and
any deviations from the approved standards in this meeting. The discussion will create
the frame work for the subsequent submittals and conditions of approval. Refer to
minimum requirements for park sites. (See exhibit B on page 11)
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4. Concept plan approval by the City: The applicant shall submit a Landscape
Architectural Concept for the full scope of the proposed park, streetscape and or
trails. The plan shall be prepared in accordance with the approved landscape
materials, refer to the template on the City web site. Deviations from the standards will
require specific approval prior to the submittal of construction plan, details and
specifications

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENT PHASE

1. The Landscape Architect shall use the City provided plan templates, details, notes and
specifications for the preparation of the documents to be submitted to the City. Failure
to do so will result in a rejection of Plans. The standard templates were prepared to
ease the development and review/approval of submitted plans. The Applicant is
instructed to utilize the standard drawings, details, call outs, notes and specifications
prepared for each type of landscape improvement.

2. The Park and Trails standards include the following: Title sheet for Parks and or Trails,
details, callouts, materials palettes, standard notes and Book specifications. The
drawings are available on the City of Santa Maria website.

3. The Streetscape standards include the following: Title sheet, Details, callouts, materials
palettes, Standard notes and book specifications. The drawings are available on the
City of Santa Maria website.

4. Plans shall be certified by an ISA certified arborist that the design documents follow the
Urban Forest/Municipal Code/Field Guide and meet a minimum 20% tree canopy
cover.

5. Refer to City processes and standards for all submittals
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CONSTRUCTION PHASE

Pre-Construction Meeting

1.

The applicant shall contact the Recreation and Parks Department to schedule a Pre-
Design meeting in prior to the submittal of the landscape concept plans to review the
scope and nature of the proposed public improvements. Contact the Department at
(805) 925-0951, extension 2260 to set a meeting schedule. The project Landscape
Architect will be required to be in attendance.

Submit a list with all subcontractors working on the project to the Recreation and Parks
Department.

Construction Phase

1.

All meters shall be installed and in good working order prior to the start of
construction.

Any and all work within the public right-of-way and easement areas will require an
encroachment permit. The Contractor's operation shall cause no unnecessary
inconvenience to the public. The contractor shall provide convenient access to
structures, utilities, etc. In order to expedite the passage of traffic through or around
the proposed work. The Contractor shall install signs, lights, flares, barricades and
other facilities for the sole convenience, safety and direction of said traffic. As directed
by the Public Works / Engineering Department.

There shall be an understanding between the Owner/Developer and the City of Santa
Maria Recreation and Parks Department, that all approved signed plans for said
project be followed by owners and their said contractors. If or when a discrepancy or a
deviation arise, the Recreation and Parks Department along with project Landscape
Architect shall immediately be notified to provide a corrective solution.

The willful or apparent disregard to report discrepancies and or deviations from signed
plans shall cause a stop work order to be placed on said project until the deviation
has been removed or corrected at the owner’s expense. Failure to do so will result in
delays to the progress of the project and back charges for additional inspection time
and expense.

If or when a discrepancy or a deviation arise, the Recreation and Parks Department
along with project Landscape Architect shall immediately be notified to provide a
corrective solution.

There shall be an understanding between the Owner/Developer and the City of Santa
Maria Recreation and Parks Department that the conditions of approval will be
strongly enforced.
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MAINTENANCE AND CLOSE OUT

1. The final inspection shall be made after the final clean-up is performed. The
Developer or his representative shall notify the Recreation and Parks Department at
least 48 hours in advance to arrange the final inspection. The Recreation and Parks
Department will, within 72 hours, make the necessary inspection and if the work is
found to be in compliance with the plans and specifications, shall establish the
beginning of the maintenance period. If corrections are necessary, 30-days will be
allowed. It is the responsibility of the Developer to call to arrange for all follow-up
inspections. It is expected that the Developer or his representative be present at the
walk through. Refer to the standard plans and specification for the list of required
inspections.

2. REQUIRED CONDITIONS FOR THE START OF THE MAINTENANCE PERIOD.

Upon approval of the final inspection, the one-year maintenance period (to be
discussed with the City regarding time period) shall commence. of construction there
shall be a one-year maintenance period. The purpose of the maintenance period is to
ensure all work is completed to City standards and to create an establishment period
that ensures the health and viability of the plant material. It is the contractors’
responsibility to call the Recreation and Parks Department at least 48 hours in
advance to schedule a site inspection. Prior to the start of the maintenance the
following conditions shall be met.

a. All construction and plantings shall be completed as required by the
approved landscape plans and the Recreation and Parks Landscape and
Irrigation Standards.

b. The entire site shall be thoroughly cleared of all construction materials
and cleaned of any debris.

c. lrrigation system shall be fully operational with the water meter set,
backflow device set, boaster pump installed (if required), controller charts
laminated and in place and electrical power to the controller. A physical
inspection of the system in full operation is required.

d. All planter beds shall be weed and litter free.

In street medians, the top of the soil in the planter areas shall be 3”
below the curb level. Soil shall be loose and not compacted to a
minimum depth of 4 feet. The Recreation and Parks Department must
verify this prior to construction.

f.  All hardscape areas shall be swept clean and shall be free from dirt and
mud. High-pressure washing may be required to obtain this.
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g. Turf areas shall have an establishment period to ensure proper seed
germination. Turf areas are required to have a minimum of one mowing
prior to the start of the maintenance period.

h. Weed eradication in the turf areas shall be executed prior to the
completion of the maintenance period.

i. The area shall be maintained in a neat, clean and safe condition during
the maintenance period. Failure to maintain the site to acceptable
conditions may be deemed cause for extending the maintenance period.

i.  Plant material that has died, is in a stressed condition or missing shall be
replaced during the maintenance period. The contractor shall not wait
until the end of the maintenance period to replace plant material. Failure
to replace plant material in a timely manner may be deemed cause to
extend the maintenance period.

k. Provide a written Maintenance Plan Exhibit that includes all elements of
the plans and specifications and the approach to maintenance.

|. Maintenance shall include, but is not limited to, healthy and viable plant
and tree care, irrigation, pest abatement, trash and debris removal, weed
abatement, clean hardscapes, and maintenance of other features as
described in the plans and specifications.

PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL LANDSCAPE PLAN STANDARDS

The plan shall include the following:

a.

A scaled plan indicating the general locations of all existing and proposed trees, shrub
massings, and ground covers. Actual plant names are not required to be specified at
this time.

Property lines, north arrow, existing and proposed structures, streets, major natural
features, walls and fences, slopes, berms, retardation basins, drainage structures, such
as concrete swales, trash enclosures, sewer laterals, utility transformers, street
hardware, concrete curbing, headerboard, decorative paving, and other site elements
that relate to or affect the overall landscape.

Notes describing the proposed method of irrigation.

Notes describing the soil type and characteristics, and stating that all plants selected
shall be appropriate for the identified soil type.

Identify any existing trees to be removed or retained noted by species, location, trunk
diameter, height, and overall condition.
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f. Landscape design plan shall be consistent with the site and grading plans for the
project.

End of Section
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EXHIBIT A: PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT FLOWCHART PARKS & TRAILS

Maintenance Plan

Exhibit

Community
Development

Building and
Safety:

Review of
permissible
items such as:
electrical plans,
walls,
restrooms,
playground
footings, fences,
retaining walls,
foundations,
and structures

Planning Dept:

When
applicable,
review with

consistency of
COAs, ADA path
of travel,
signage,
monumentation,
& walls and
fences

4

Concept Park Plan Approval Process —_—

Construction
Documents

Engineering
Dept:

Reviews
consistency
with City
standards such
as: ROW
dedication,
walks, grading
plans, wall
plans, lighting,
& sight distance

Fire Dept:

Fire hydrant

location, fire

access, and
HICIERES

Parks and
Recreation
Department

Utilities:

Sewer,
electrical

motor,
water
meters

Page 10 of 12

Revised: 6/12/2025
CITY OF SANTA MARIA LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS



EXHIBIT B: PARK SITE REQUIREMENTS

0 to Larger than 5-Acres Larger than
Park Type & Description 5-Acres | but less than 20-Acres 20-Acres
Neighborhood Park
Drinking Fountains 2 N/A N/A
Trash Receptables 3 N/A N/A
Determined
Restrooms per Project N/A N/A
Determined
Lighting per Project N/A N/A
Park Benches or Chairs 3 N/A N/A
Shaded Play Structure and
Shaded Swings 1 N/A N/A
Shade Structure 1 N/A N/A
Community Park
Determined 2 min., plus 2 every 10 | 6 min., plus 2 every 10
Drinking Fountains per Project acres acres
4 min., plus 2 every 5 8 min., plus 2 every 10
Trash Receptables 3 acres acres
Determined
Restrooms per Project Required Required
Determined Required on fields and
Lighting per Project Required walkways
4 min., plus 1 every 5 9 min., plus 2 every 5
Park Benches or Chairs 3 acres acres
Shaded Play Structure 1 1 1
Shaded Swings
(1 min. infant swing) 4 6 min. 8 min.
2 min., plus 1 every 5 2 min., plus 1 every 5
Barbecues N/A acres acres
3 min., plus 2 every 5 10 min., plus 2 every 5
Picnic Tables 2 acres acres

ADA Picnic Tables

1 min., plus 1 every 5
acres

4 min., plus 1 every 5

acres
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Larger than 5-Acres

Larger than

Park Type & Description | 5-Acres | but less than 20-Acres 20-Acres
Sports Park
2 min., plus 2 every 10 | 6 min., plus 2 every 10
Drinking Fountains N/A acres acres
4 min., plus 2 every 5 10 min., plus 2 every
Trash Receptables N/A acres 10 acres
Restrooms N/A Required Required
Required on fields and Required on fields and
Lighting N/A walkways walkways
6 min., plus 2 every 5
Park Benches or Chairs N/A 6 min. acres
Shaded Play Structure/Tot Lot N/A 1 1
Shaded Swings
U
.1 0PQ P®@

16} \0TAUUIPQIiQOQT

CITY OF SANTA MARIA LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS



