
RECYCLING ORGANIC WASTE
Residents in California are required to recycle 
organic waste instead of putting it in the trash.  
In Santa Maria, residents are required to place 
organic waste in the curbside organics container 
provided by the City. This method allows for all 
organic waste, including unlined food-soiled paper, 
to be collected and recycled into compost. However, 
plastic bags and compostable bags cannot be put 
in the organics container. In 2023, the City recycled 
over 15 million pounds of organic waste through 
the Residential Organics Recycling Program. 

Another option is 
to self-haul organic 
waste. The City 
requires all self-
haulers to separate 
organic waste from 
other recyclables and 
trash prior to hauling 
it to a facility that 
can properly recycle 
organic waste, as per 

Santa Maria Municipal Code 8-21. 

If you have a large quantity of organic waste that 
will not fit into your curbside organics container, 
contact the Utilities Department for a list of haulers 
authorized to haul organic waste.

Another way to recycle organic waste is by 
composting. You can create your own compost 
through different methods: vermicompost (with 
worms), aerobic (leaving the pile open to air), 
and anaerobic (covering the pile). You can also 
purchase a countertop composting machine for 
recycling food scraps indoors. 

Not all types of organic waste can go into backyard, 
indoor, or community composting. Bones, fruit pits, 
meat, dairy, and food-soiled paper are examples of 
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According to CalRecycle, the average family 
of four in California wastes $1,500 worth of 
uneaten food per year. 

Preventing organic waste (food waste) from 
ending up in the landfill is vital. Source 
reduction is a method to reduce the amount of 
organic waste you generate by only purchasing 
what you need, eating more parts of the food 
item, and meal prepping and planning. 

There are also smartphone apps for sharing 
food you don’t plan to eat with someone who 
will, such as OLIO and FoodFinder. If you have 
fruit or vegetable plants that produce more 
than your household can eat, you can contact a 
local gleaning program, like Veggie Rescue, to 
have them harvest your food for distribution to 
those in need.  

WHAT IS EDIBLE FOOD 
RECOVERY? 
Edible food recovery is the act of rescuing 
leftover edible food that would have otherwise 
been disposed of to feed people in need. 
The City of Santa Maria (City) Edible Food 
Recovery Program connects local food-
generating businesses with local food recovery 
organizations to feed people in need. A list of 
the local organizations operating in the City 
is available on our website: https://bit.ly/ 
FoodRecOrgSvcs. 



items that cannot be composted using those 
methods. To properly recycle those items, put 
them in your outdoor organics container or self-
haul them to a facility that will properly recycle 
them. 

No matter how you recycle your organic 
waste, you are required to separate all organic 
waste from other recyclables and trash. 

HOW IS MY ORGANIC  
WASTE RECYCLED?  
After the City collects organic waste from your 
organics container, it is taken to the local 

composting facility to be turned into compost. 
Compost is a nutrient-rich soil amendment used to 
increase the health of soil and plants. 

When organic waste is disposed of in the trash it 
decomposes in the landfill, producing methane, 
a harmful greenhouse gas. Methane emissions 
negatively affect air quality, and also contribute 
to the overall warming of the climate, causing 
more fires, more extreme droughts, and rising sea 
levels. To learn more, visit this website: https://
calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/. Diverting organic 
waste from the landfill also saves valuable landfill 
space, prolonging the life of the landfill. 
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