
WHAT IS EDIBLE FOOD 
RECOVERY? 
Edible food recovery is the act of rescuing 
leftover edible food that would have otherwise 

been disposed of to feed people in need. The 
City of Santa Maria (City) Edible Food Recovery 
Program connects local food-generating 
businesses with local food recovery organizations 
to distribute leftover edible food to people in 
need. A list of the local organizations operating in 

the City is available on our website:  
https://bit.ly/FoodRecOrgSvcs. 

To learn more about how to donate leftover edible food, 
visit our website: https://bit.ly/EdibleFoodRecovery. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT  
ORGANIC WASTE RECYCLING?
Businesses in California are required to recycle 
organic waste generated onsite instead of putting it in 
the trash. There 
are three main 
ways to recycle 
organic waste. 

One way is to 
place organic 
waste in the 
curbside 
organics 
container 
provided by the 
City. This method 
allows for all 
organic waste, 
including unlined 
food-soiled paper, to be collected and recycled into 
compost. However, plastic bags and compostable bags 
cannot be put in the organics container. In 2023, the 
City recycled over 1,450,000 pounds of organic waste 
through the Commercial Organics Recycling Program. 

Another option is to self-haul organic waste by 
backhauling or contracting with a hauler authorized 
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According to the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture, 30-40% of food 
produced in the United States is 
wasted. Using source reduction to 
prevent organic waste (food waste) 
from being disposed of in the 
landfill is vital. Source reduction 
is the method of reducing the 
generation of excess edible 
food by only purchasing what is 
needed, eating more parts of the 
food item, and safely storing food. 

How do you determine what is wasted? Conduct 
a waste audit to measure the types of foods 
your business wastes and why. During the audit, 
monitor your waste containers and record the 
types of foods that you throw out, how much is 
being discarded, and the reason the food is being 
disposed of. The results can better inform your 
purchasing practices. 

Here are other methods your business can use to 
reduce food waste:

• Reduce batch sizes.

• �Train staff in knife skills to make more efficient 
cuts and prevent waste.

• �Freeze surplus fruits and vegetables near the 
end of peak freshness for later use.

• Marinate meats to extend their shelf life.

• �Use see-through storage containers to allow 
staff to see what is available and keep an eye 
on freshness.

• �Provide samples to allow customers to taste 
before they buy.

• �Clarify “best by” and “sell by” date labeling to 
reduce customer confusion.

• �Take accurate inventories before ordering more 
food and base orders on what you currently 
have in stock.

• Incorporate leftovers in future meals.



to haul organic waste. The City requires all self-
haulers to separate organic waste from other 
recyclables and trash prior to hauling it to a facility 
that can properly recycle organic waste, as per 
Santa Maria Municipal Code 8-21. 

Below is a list of haulers that are authorized to 
haul organic waste:

• Atlas Performance Industries, Inc.
• B&B Construction Cleanup
• Bedford Enterprises
• Coastal Rolloff Services
• Engel & Gray Inc.
• Health Sanitation Service
• MarBorg Industries
• R&R Roll-off Service

Another way to recycle organic waste is by 
composting or recycling it on-site. If you are 
interested in recycling organic waste on-site, there 
are several different methods. Visit the City’s 
Commercial Organics Recycling page for more 
information: https://bit.ly/CommOrganicsRecycling. 

No matter how you recycle your organic waste, 
you must separate all organic waste from other 
recyclables and trash. For more information on 
separation and disposal techniques, watch this video: 
https://bit.ly/CSMCommOrganicsSepDispVideo. 

HOW IS MY ORGANIC WASTE 
RECYCLED? 
After the City collects organic waste from your 
organics container, it is taken to the local composting 
facility to be turned into compost. Compost is a 
nutrient rich soil amendment used to increase the 
health of soil and plants. 

When organic waste is disposed of in the trash it 
decomposes in the landfill, producing methane, a 
harmful greenhouse gas. Methane emissions negatively 
affect air quality, and also contribute to the overall 
warming of the climate, causing more fires, more 
extreme droughts, and rising sea levels. To learn more, 
visit this website: https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/
slcp/. Diverting organic waste from the landfill also 
saves valuable landfill space, prolonging the life of the 
landfill. 
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