Public Works Department

Engineering Division
ANTA ARIA 110 S. Pine Street, Suite 221

An All-America City Since 1998 Santa Maria, CA 93458

February 1, 2024

Mr. Stephen P. Henry, Field Supervisor
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, CA 93003-7726
Electronic Mail

Subject: Informal Consultation for New Municipal Water Well Development in the City of Santa Maria

Dear Mr. Henry:

The City of Santa Maria is proposing to develop a new potable water well to support the City’s drinking
water system. The proposed Well No. 15 will be added to an existing municipal supply network of six
active wells (Nos. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14) located within the boundary of the Santa Maria Airport. The
location of the existing Well No. 14, structures, header line, and easements for the proposed Well No. 15
are shown in the attached Well 15 Site Map (Cannon, 1/24/24).

The purpose of this letter is to inform the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the City is preparing an Initial
Study pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and has developed the project
description to avoid impacts to federal listed species. The City, in an effort to develop the project and
protect biological resources, welcomes your agency’s input through informal consultation on the below
project description to be used in the CEQA analysis.

Thank you in advance for your input as we are proceeding with the development of Well No. 15 for the
City of Santa Maria's drinking water system. Your feedback on the project description, as we undergo the
CEQA analysis, is crucial to our commitment to environmental responsibility. We welcome the opportunity
to work with your agency to ensure the protection of federal listed species and the success of this vital
water infrastructure project. Your response is greatly appreciated. Should you have any further questions
or would like to meet and review the project in more detail, please contact my staff Ms. Zoe Glick, Senior
Civil Engineer, at (805) 925-0951 ext. 2475 or via email at zglick@cityofsantamaria.org

Sincerely,

Brett Fulgoni
Public Works Director
City of Santa Maria



Project Background

In response to the State-wide drought conditions, dynamic challenges, and uncertainties related to State
Water allocations and recognizing the growing necessity for local water resilience, the City of Santa Maria
is commencing the development of Well No. 15. This well, initially listed and projected in conjunction with
Wells No. 13, 14, and 16, was outlined in the City's State Water Master Plan of March 1994 by Boyle
Engineering Corporation.

The initial projection, outlined three decades ago, foresaw the demand for additional wells to meet future
water demands, ensuring the City's capacity to supply water during peak demand situations. This foresight
considered scenarios where State Water might be limited or entirely unavailable, along with the potential
challenge of having two wells out of operation.

Considering the prevailing water conditions in the region and insights from the 2020 Santa Maria Urban
Water Management Plan, which underscores the need to reduce dependence on State Water and bolster
local resources for regional self-reliance, the importance of expanding the City's municipal supply network
has become more pronounced. The Well No. 15 project is designed to construct the essential
infrastructure and add to the capacity required to meet the City's current water supply demands,
overcoming challenges like limited State Water allocation, emergencies, or unforeseen scenarios.

This urgent project is in line with the overarching objectives of advancing regional self-reliance and
securing the City's capacity to address peak water demand without dependence on State Water and to
weather emergency conditions. Through this project, the City of Santa Maria seeks to safeguard its water
future, promoting sustainability and adaptability amid changing water resource conditions and potential
challenges linked to State Water availability and the Statewide drought conditions.

Project Description

Well No. 15 is designed to provide approximately 2,200 gallons per minute (“gpm”) of potable water.
Originally proposed to be located in grassland habitat on the Airport property, the well was repositioned
to a disturbed agricultural field to avoid impacts to sensitive resources. The well will be installed to a
depth of 1,500 feet (ft) below grade surface. Approximately 3,000 linear ft of potable 14-inch diameter
waterline and approximately 3,000 linear ft of a 10-inch diameter pump to waste pipeline will be
constructed in parallel leading to the vicinity of existing Well No. 14. These pipelines will be installed in
trenches approximately 3 ft wide by 7 ft deep through existing agricultural fields. The potable waterline
will be connected, just west of Well No. 14, to the existing municipal well transmission main while the
pump to waste pipeline will connect to the existing drainage structure at approximately the same location
of the Well No. 14 discharge point. Both the domestic well piping and the pump to waste line will be sited
in disturbed agricultural fields and will cross an existing agricultural ditch between existing cultivated
fields, just west of the airport property. The ditch and associated stormwater basins in this area are
actively maintained by the Airport to manage vegetation on a seasonal basis and is done as part of the
normal farming and stormwater management operations.

The new well site will occupy approximately 0.35 acre (123 ft by 123 ft) of an active agricultural field
immediately adjacent to the airfield. Figure 1 illustrates the proposed site during strawberry season
planting (8/31/2023).



Figure 1 Proposed Well Site During Strawberry Season Planting

The site will be fenced and will house the new well and discharge manifold, electrical and water treatment
buildings with minimum footprints, electrical transformer pad, and ancillary improvements for a complete
well consistent with other City well sites in the vicinity. Figure 2 shows a typical City well site in the vicinity
of the Santa Maria Airport and the proposed project.

Figure 2 Typical City Well Site (Well No. 13)

All related appurtenances, pipelines, utilities including power supply, communication and controls, from
Well No. 15 will connect to the existing municipal well network along agricultural farming roads and within
a 20 feet wide utility easement as shown on the attached Site Plan.



The buried water pipelines and utilities will consist of an estimated temporary disturbance area of
approximately 3,000 linear feet by 25 feet wide for the piping as well as a permanent footprint of 123 ft
long by 123 ft wide area for the well buildings and appurtenances. All ground disturbance will be
minimized and once the pipes and infrastructure are installed underground, agricultural operations will
continue consistent with current operations. Figure 3 illustrates the current condition along the proposed
pipeline alighnment running east to west to the existing Well No. 14.

Figure 3 Easterly View of Pipeline Easement to Well No. 14

The City is working to finalize the design for Well No. 15 and anticipates having construction documents
and the environmental review efforts completed by Spring 2024 and a construction start date in the
summer. It is anticipated that construction of the well site and associated infrastructure will be complete
within a 3-month period before the onset of the rainy season.

Based on known occurrences of listed species (i.e., federal endangered and state threated California tiger
salamander, federal threatened California red-legged frog, and federal threatened vernal pool fairy
shrimp) in the project region, the City has incorporated a suite of protection measures into the project to
avoid impacts to these species during construction and operation of the well site. The following
protection measures will also ensure avoidance of potential impacts to other special status resources and
will be implemented as part of the project:

1. The project has been positioned in an active agricultural field to avoid grassland habitat around
identified ponds and swales to the south that may be used by CTS, CRLF, and VPFS.

2. Construction limits have been reduced to the minimum amount needed to complete the project
and will be identified by staking in the field to limit the disturbance footprint.

3. Pre-construction surveys will be conducted by qualified biologists to ensure the work area is
devoid of burrows and wildlife.

4. All small mammal burrows potentially used by CTS will be marked for avoidance.

Construction activities will be limited to daylight hours, and outside the rainy season.

6. Construction vehicles will be restricted to not exceeding 10 miles per hour.
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Prior to construction, a qualified biologist will present a Worker Environmental Awareness
Training course to ensure all personnel are informed of the species that may be present in the
work area and measures implemented to avoid impacts.

A qualified biological monitor will be onsite during ground disturbance.

Open trenches will be covered if left overnight and wildlife escape ramps will be installed every
50 feet.

All stored pipes will be covered to ensure wildlife do not take refuge, and construction equipment
will be inspected each morning to ensure animals are not present prior to work.

If deemed appropriate, a temporary wildlife exclusion fence will be erected around the well
construction site.

During construction, trash will be maintained in covered bins and removed from the site as
needed to prevent attraction of racoons.

Stormwater Best Management Practices will be implemented during construction to avoid
impacts to drainage ditches/features in the project vicinity.

Fueling and maintenance of vehicles will be sited as specific areas over 100 feet from drainage
features.

As stated above, Well No. 15 has been designed to minimize the disturbance footprint and will be tied
into Well No. 14 infrastructure and utilize an existing discharge pipe location into the basin that is
maintained by the Airport. The farming operations currently manage onsite drainage ditches, and these
activities will continue during long-term operations and maintenance of Well No. 15.

Operations and maintenance of Well No. 15 will be conducted consistent with ongoing work on the
existing well field. It is anticipated that City staff will conduct regular inspections, sampling, monitoring,
operations, and maintenance of the well site, equipment, and facilities using “E” Street and existing farm

roads.

Inspections and operations and maintenance are to occur during daylight hours, but in some

instances, may require access during nighttime for emergencies such as power outages, alarm responses,
or other call outs requiring an in-person response.






