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The City of Santa Maria’s (City) Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) Program provides eligible 
participants with security deposit assistance upon moving into a rental unit. The program covers up to 
100 percent of the security deposit, with $2,500 being the maximum assistance amount. The assistance 
is issued directly to the landlord, on behalf of the tenant. In the case the tenant has already paid the full 
or partial amount of the security deposit, the City’s assistance cannot be used to reimburse the tenant. 

 
Client Qualifications 

• To apply for the program, the client must go through a Qualified Referring Agency (QRA) and 
complete all necessary application documents. Visit the Community Programs Division webpage 
for a list of participating QRA’s. The QRA staff will submit the client’s application to the City on 
the client’s behalf.   

• The client's household income level must be at 60 percent or less than the area median income. 

• Clients are eligible to reapply to the TBRA Program ten years after receiving their initial TBRA 
assistance.  

 
Rental Unit Guidelines 
The client is responsible for locating a rental unit that meets all TBRA guidelines listed below:  

• Within the Santa Maria, Orcutt, or Tanglewood limits.  

• An appropriate size for the client’s household. 

• The unit is sanitary and meets health and safety requirements. 

• The monthly rent amount must be reasonable and reflect the local market level.   

• Effective July 1, 2024, California law limits the security deposit amount to one month’s rent. For 
landlords who own no more than two residential rental properties that collectively include no 
more than four total units for rent, the security deposit limit is two times the monthly rent, but 
only if the landlord is a natural person or a limited liability company in which all members are 
natural persons. (Civ. Code, § 1950.5.) 

 
Landlord Guidelines 

• The landlord of the rental unit must agree to a Housing Quality Standards inspection that will be 
conducted by a QRA staff. The rental unit must pass the inspection for the client to participate 
in the TBRA program. If the unit does not pass, the landlord will have an opportunity to make 
any applicable repairs and have another inspection conducted.  

• The landlord must submit a current W-9 tax form. This is required so the City can issue the 
payment directly to the landlord.  

• The landlord must follow local, state, and federal fair housing laws. The landlord cannot 
discriminate against people based on the characteristics of sex, gender, religion, race, ethnicity, 
disabilities, familial status, etc. 

 
Questions regarding the TBRA program may be directed to the Community Programs Division.  
 
Email: communityprograms@cityofsantamaria.org 
Phone: (805) 925-0951 extension 2118 
Website: www.cityofsantamaria.org/communityprograms 
 

https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/services/departments/community-services-division/community-programs-division/tenant-based-rent-assistance-tbra-home-program
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/selectFromMultiples.xhtml?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=1950.5
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