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“The real question is: Who has the responsibility to
uphold human rights? The answer to that is
everyone."
- Madeleine Albright

Teamwork Matters
A message from
the City Manager

Jason Stilwell
We begin another spring season with a sense of renewal and optimism. Flowers are blooming, green shoots are everywhere.
As pandemic rules evolve we can participate in more indoor and outdoor activities. It’s a time to go out and about in the
warm breezes, get in birdwatching, plant something, and have a picnic.
For some, spring is a time for hopping on riding mowers to resume manicuring lawns, and feeding the shrubs, to stay a step
ahead of the neighbors. For others, it’s a dash to grab their hankies to ward off pollen and allergies – wait, might we just
happen to have a stash of masks at the ready?!
I am buzzing about what we do together to do what’s best for our residents and businesses. Santa Maria is a great place to
live, work, and play. Thanks to you, we are bringing forth a bouquet of inspired offerings.
Our community will embrace the return of Downtown Fridays, which sprouted its sixth season on April 1st. This popular
gathering event features food trucks, booths, and live music. This year, the beer and wine garden is back. The City cosponsors this event designed to attract visitors downtown. The fun starts at 5:30 p.m. every Friday, weather permitting,
through September 30th.
Construction is to begin on our Chapel Plaza revitalization project. This is a $675,000 rehabilitation for the 39,625-square-foot
underutilized parking lot located at 208, 210, 216, and 224 Chapel Street and maintained by the City. The project is funded by
a Community Development Block Grant.
Chapel Plaza will create pleasing landscaping; multi-use parking/recreational venue; neighborhood gathering place.
Complete with a stage, lighting, seating and game/musical areas for recreation and leisure activities, this area will also have
social services for the community. The Plaza will be open daily for public use and for planned recreation events in the
evening to include food trucks, concerts, recitals, presentations, and drop in “Family Fun Nights.”
Serve Santa Maria #21 will inspire our community on Saturday, April 30th. Volunteers will scamper to projects, including seven
nominated by the City. This includes a clean-up at Buena Vista Park (our first park), enhancements at North Preisker Ranch
Park, litter pick-up, and graffiti removal. If you are interested sign up at https://bit.ly/SSM4-30.
Speaking of service, our Public Library and Recreation and Parks Department both are producing spring programs. Check
out the Library events calendar. The Paul Nelson Pool is open and public activities begin this month, including kayak lessons,
paddle board lessons, paddle board yoga, and swim lessons. See this Spring Break guide for the week of April 14-23.
Soak up the springtime sunshine. Again, my thanks to all employees for your dedication, competencies, and drive.

Jason

