Santa Maria Police Department
Law Enforcement Explorer Program

Explorer POST 115
“Learning to Serve”

The Santa Maria Police Explorer Post is a program for young men and women
interested in learning about future careers in the field of law enforcement. Designed
for students between the ages of 14 and 21, the Explorer Post offers youths the
opportunity to be involved in their community while making new friends and gaining
valuable knowledge.

Explorers also learn through first-hand "on-the-job" experiences in the field, working
non-hazardous assignments with Police Officers. Explorers volunteer and participate
in a number of community service events/projects. Our Explorers provide valuable
services not only in the City of Santa Maria, but also in many cities throughout Santa
Barbara County.

Explorers attend weekly meetings and training at the Santa Maria Police Department.
Santa Maria Police Explorers wear uniforms furnished by the Santa Maria Police
Department. Although we will purchase the majority of your uniform, you must be
willing to purchase a few incidental items at your own expense, including shoes and
a flashlight.

Santa Maria Police Explorers attend a Police Explorer Academy with other Santa
Barbara County Law Enforcement Explorers. Every Explorer must attend at least one
academy. The Explorer Academy is held once a year. These training sessions are
quasi-militaristic and emphasize education, discipline and physical exercise.

If You’re Interested:
We invite you to attend one of our meetings so that you can see what the Explorers
do, what they get out of the program, and what we expect of our members.

Meeting Information:
Meetings are held at the Santa Maria Police Department Training Room at 1111 W.
Betteravia Road. Explorers meet every Tuesday night from 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM.

Requirements to become a Santa Maria Police Explorer:
In order to become a member, you must....

« Be atleast 14 years old, and no older than 21 years of age.

« Be willing to maintain at least a "C" average in school.

« Be free of any felony arrest, no current or alcoholic beverage use, and free of
any current criminal activity.
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How Do | Join?
If you are interested in joining our program, you must....

« Attend three consecutive meetings
o Submit an application for membership
o Successfully complete an oral interview

« Successfully complete a background check

Need More Information?
To find out when the next meeting is, or to obtain more information, please call Sgt.
Woody Vega at (805) 928-3781 x 2430, or e-mail ntotorica@cityofsantamaria.org.

Requesting the Use of the Santa Maria Police Explorers

The Santa Maria Police Department allows the use of the Explorers to assist the
community in a variety of community service projects. The Explorers have provided
valuable volunteer assistance to the Santa Maria Police Department and the City of
Santa Maria for over 25 years. As a service to the community, the Santa Maria Police
Explorers frequently help non-profit community groups during special events.

The Santa Maria Police Department receives many requests annually for the services
of the Explorers. Because of the high volume of these requests, not all of them can
be accommodated. The Explorers are high school aged students, and since we are
asking these young people to volunteer their time, we want to insure they are not used
for inappropriate or non-goal oriented activities. Each request will be screened by an
Advisory Staff to insure they meet the goals of the Explorer program. There is no
charge for this service; however, depending on the nature and duration of the activity
the Explorer would be involved in, you may be asked to provide food and/or drinks for
the explorers.

If you are interested in utilizing the volunteer services of the Santa Maria Police
Explorers, please call Sgt. Nathan Totorica at (805) 928-3781 Ext. 2430 or email
ntotorica@cityofsantamaria.org.
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