Green
nWaste
Why should I recycle it?
What can be recycled?
How does the program work?

Why recycle Green Waste material?
■ The City of Santa Maria’s curbside Green Waste collections service helps you recycle yard materials. Instead of
disposing of your leaves, brush and grass in the trash, you
can now recycle them by placing them into a container
that will be collected every other week. Yard materials collected from this program are diverted from the landﬁll and
recycled into mulch and compost—products that reduce
global warming, improve the health of soil, help conserve
water, and grow healthier, thriving trees and plants.
Our Green Waste recycling program will extend the life
of the landﬁll and defer the capital costs to build a new
landﬁll. Additionally, the Solid Waste per Capita Disposal
Measurement Act requires cities and counties not only to
meet waste diversion requirements for their landﬁlls, but
also to implement a number of recycling programs such as
a Green Waste program.

For added convenience, refer to the quick guide label of
acceptable/non-acceptable materials shown on the lid of
your Green Waste container (brown lid).

How does the program work?
■ Curbside collection of Green Waste (containers with a
brown lid) will be every other week, on weeks alternating with Recycling collection (containers with a blue lid),
on your regular trash collection day. To assure pick-up,
containers must be placed curbside by 6:30 a.m. on your
scheduled collection day. Please do not place your Recycling and Green Waste containers out the same week.
You may refer to your collection calendar for assistance.

What can and cannot go into the
Green Waste recycling container?
■ ACCEPTABLE: Leaves, fallen fruit, grass clippings,
weeds, plant prunings, small branches, clean wood, plants
with little soil
■ NON-ACCEPTABLE: Plastic bags, glass, paper, trash,
animal waste, diapers, palm or yucca trimmings, painted,
glued or pressure treated wood, rocks, gravel, dirt, asphalt,
cement, metal, paint, oil, liquids, hazardous materials

Where do I place my container
out for collection?
■ Please place your Green Waste container next to your
regular refuse container, allowing ﬁve feet of clear space
around each container. If your containers are located
on the street, please make sure no vehicles are blocking
access to them.

Where can I get more information?

NO PLASTIC!

■ For more detailed information about the Green
Waste program, along with frequently asked
questions and answers, visit our
web page at http://www.ci.santamaria.ca.us/GreenWasteRecycling.
shtml. For any other questions,
or to request a copy of your
collection schedule, call 925-0951
ext. 7270.

