Fall 2018
Progress Report to
the Community

Mayor’s Task Force on
Youth Safety

Safe and Strong

This Fall 2018 newsletter is to update the Santa Maria Valley
community about progress last summer by the Mayor’s Task
Force on Youth Safety. The following local organizations are
participating in efforts to serve youth and their families.
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Mayor’s Task Force

Mayor’s Task Force
on Youth Safety

The Mayor’s Task Force on Youth
Safety Policy Advisory Committee
(Mayor’s Task Force) is a collaborative involving
elected officials, local community-based organizations,
schools, faith community, and local law enforcement.
It includes a Technical Resource Committee made up
of agencies that deal specifically with youth in the
City of Santa Maria by developing a strategic plan
to reduce youth violence and address youth safety.
The role of the Technical Resource Committee is
to collaborate with existing service providers and
leverage existing resources to develop strategic
partnerships in which to implement the vision and
the goals of the Mayor’s Task Force.
____________________________________________
on

Youth Safety

If you are interested in participating in the task force as a
resource, contact the City by at (805) 925-0951 extension
2263 or email dsmitherman@cityofsantamaria.org
www.cityofsantamaria.org/mayorstaskforce
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Conferences and Training
Striving to build a beneficial environment for youth
and their families, our community leaders have been
actively attending conferences, meetings, and summits
to expand their knowledge on how to improve a
community. Conferences included the 7th Annual Gang
Prevention and Intervention Conference that was held
in Los Angeles early May 2018, where they were able
to attend workshops such as “How Life Can Change
through Consistent Intervention” and “Focused Crime
and Violence Prevention.” The workshops have helped
community leaders take notes on steps that should be
taken as a community in order to decrease violence
and build a healthier environment.
Community leaders attended the Juvenile Justice
Coordinating Council meetings where they spoke
about opportunities that can be offered to youth
after they complete their required time at
the juvenile hall.

Concerts in the Park

Concerts & Movies in the Park

Park Renovation: Buena Vista Park

The Recreation and Parks Department hosts family
activities all summer long. In 2018 the department
hosted the 5th Annual free Movies in the Park and 15th
Annual Concerts in the Park Series. Concerts were
held on select Sundays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in June
throughout September at Rotary Centennial Park.
Bands such as Unfinished Business, The Band August,
Steppin’ Out and many more came to the central coast
to play some amazing live music. Movies in the Park
were hosted Saturdays in June throughout August
at various parks, with a special night of free swim
at Paul Nelson Aquatics Center prior to the showing
of Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales.
Families were also able to enjoy other movies such as
Back to the Future, Star Wars: The Last Jedi, Grease,
and Black Panther.

The City of Santa Maria Recreation and Parks
Department, as part of the mission to enrich the lives of
the residents of Santa Maria through quality recreation
programs and services; and to provide safe and wellmaintained facilities and parks, while anticipating the
changing needs of the community, has completed a
$1.2 million renovation at Buena Vista Park, to better
meet the community’s needs. Rededication and grand
re-opening of the park occurred on August 11th, 2018.
The celebration included a ribbon cutting ceremony
and festival and resources included many of our
community partners.
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SAFE AND STRONG
The Patch at Los Flores Ranch Park
The Patch is a new experimental farm that is located
at Los Flores Ranch Park. The program’s purpose is
to provide local high school students with agriculture
experiences, leadership, and teamwork.
Through The Patch, students are able to network,
volunteer, and have a voice at board meetings. Students
also have monthly work days where they are able to
produce their own pumpkins, learn about what it takes
to start a business, and to get an overall understanding
of what agriculture is about; as well as being able to
work with other high school students and being able
to communicate.
Some events that The Patch developed for the
community was a 5k fun run/walk and the grand
opening of The Patch on September 27th. The 5k run
was held at the Los Flores Ranch Park on October 13th,
2018, at 9:00 a.m. The Patch will be open to the public
September 27th–October 28th, 2018, Thursday through
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. It will also be
open from October 29th-October 31st from 10:00 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m. The Patch offers corn mazes, food vendors,
kid friendly areas, agricultural exhibits, and animal
exhibits for just a small fee of $5.
The Patch team is working hard and is eager to open
up their amazing family pumpkin patch to the public.
Visit www.thepatchsantamaria.com for
more information.
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Safe and Strong All Summer Long
Safe and Strong All Summer Long is a free program for
youth ages 6 to 11. The program offered Santa Maria
youth healthy, active, and fun summer activities. Kids
were able to expand their artistic side by working on
arts and crafts, exercising at parks to stay healthy,
and meet new friends from different schools. Safe
and Strong All Summer Long was offered from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on June 11th throughout August 10th,
2018. The summer program was hosted at different
locations such as Bob Orach Park, Buena Vista Park,
Minami Park, Oakley Park, and Preisker Park. Over
22,500 youths participated throughout the summer.

Teen Internship - Summer
The Teen Internship program began during the summer
of 2018. This program was designed for high school
students who are interested in knowing what it’s like
to work in an office environment and are interested
in acquiring both leadership and communication skills.
Candidates went through interviews and screening
processes on the brief job descriptions provided.
Qualified candidates were then selected to work under
the supervision of three of our City’s departments:
City Attorney’s Office, Community Development, and
the Recreation and Parks Departments. Aside from
working in an office, interns also worked with
mentors on their self-confidence, professionalism,
and communication skills every Thursday at the Abel
Maldonado Community Youth Center.
____________________________________________

Step Up: A Santa Maria Recreation &
Parks Department Volunteer Program
The volunteer program, Step Up, was reestablished
in 2013 by Community Outreach Coordinator David
Rodriguez. The program offers youth an opportunity
to work in different areas within the Recreation and
Parks Department.
Volunteers were able to work with kids, hang-out with
seniors, lead recreational activities, shadow life guards,
and assist with park and pool maintenance. In order
to apply, applicants needed to be at least 13 years or
older. Step Up has helped many teens under different
situations. Eligible applicants for the volunteer program
include teens currently under probation and teens
looking to fulfill community service requirements for
college and university applications.

Teen Treks
The Recreation and Parks Department encouraged
teens from grades 7th to 12th join the team for some
fun summer adventures. Teens had the opportunity to
travel to some of the most popular and exciting places
in the Central Coast while meeting new friends from
different schools. The Teen Treks team visited places
such as Hearst Castle in San Simeon, The Ravine in
Paso Robles, Rockin’ Jump in Santa Maria, Morro Bay
for kayaking, Ice in Paradise in Goleta, and Mustang
Water Slides in Arroyo Grande. Trips were held every
Saturday during summer.

“This volunteering program helps the youth
enhance their skills and abilities under a supervised
environment” – David Rodriguez
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Youth Sports
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Junior NBA Skill Challenge
Turkey Trot Fun Run
Pitch Hit & Run
Junior Giants
Tee-Ball
Youth Volleyball
Youth Basketball
Abel Dodgeball League
Abel Futsal

The Santa Maria Recreation and Parks Department
offered numerous youth sports to keep youth busy
all year long. The Jr. NBA Skills Challenge was a co-ed
sport for youth ages 13 and under. Participants were
able to test out their basketball skills and compete
to advance to the regional competition. Tee-ball was
available to boys and girls from ages five to seven.
Through this program participants were able to learn
about the fundamentals of baseball, sportsmanship,
and teamwork concepts. Students from grade levels
1st to 8th were able to participate in the 2018 Summer
Youth Basketball. Boys and girls had their own divisions
and were able to improve their basketball skills.
The Junior Giants was a non-competitive summer
baseball program for both boys and girls with nearly
400 participants ages 5 to 13. This program not only
improves the student’s baseball skills but it also focus
on improving leadership skills, self-confidence, and
integrity.
Lastly, we had the Pitch Hit & Run event. Through this
event youth were able to showcase their basic baseball
and softball skills. The program was co-ed and the
youth age required was 7 to 14.
____________________________________________
For more information about family activities and youth
programs visit www.cityofsantamaria.org or contact
the Santa Maria Recreation & Parks Department at
(805) 925-0951 extension 2260 or 615 S. McClelland St.,
Santa Maria.
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Junior Giants

Rise Up

WorkReady Santa Maria

Rise Up is a pilot program that was created for 3rd
graders that are in need of guidance. In 2016 the YMCA
and Allan Hancock College partnered up to design a
beneficial program that would keep participants safe
and busy during summer. Rise Up serves students from
the Santa Maria-Bonita School District as well as the
Guadalupe Union School District. The program is run
by Allan Hancock College alumni and interns.

WorkReady Santa Maria is a career oriented program
for ages 15 to 21. The program was conducted by The
Santa Maria Valley Chamber of Commerce and Fighting
Back Santa Maria Valley. WorkReady’s purpose is to
help the youth that are disengaged from school and
the community in identifying a potential career path
and motivate them through mentorships with local
business leaders. Through this program participants
were able to explore their desired career, talk with
local business leaders and tour local businesses.

Throughout the program, participants are exposed
to a diverse amount of opportunities. For example,
after meeting educational requirements, participants
have the opportunity to continue on to Allan Hancock
College’s Bulldog Bound program. Through Bulldog
Bound they are able to get a glimpse of what college
is like and explore Allan Hancock College’s campus.
Participants also attend workshops, classes, and events
hosted by Allan Hancock College. Lastly, students
get the opportunity to improve their academic skills
by focusing on subjects such as engineering, math,
science, and technology.
The Rise Up program has been a great addition to
the summer programs that are offered to our youth.
Partcipants enjoy learning subjects that the majority
are not exposed to until junior high school. Rise Up’s
future plans are to expand their program in order to
serve more students and impact more lives.
____________________________________________

While beneficial to those who participated, the
Chamber discovered that there are a number of
similar existing programs for youth. Because of this,
the Chamber has determined they are better suited
to be a convener of businesses to these existing
programs. Going forward, the Chamber will no longer
run the WorkReady program but instead focus efforts
on promoting these existing programs to the business
community.
____________________________________________
For more information about the Santa Maria Valley
Chamber of Commerce, visit www.santamaria.com or
contact at (805) 925-2403 or 614 S. Broadway, Santa Maria.

For more information about Rise Up, contact the
Santa Maria Valley YMCA at (805) 937-8521 or
3400 Skyway Drive, Santa Maria.
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Youth Citizens’ Academy
The 2018 Youth Citizens’ Academy was held at the
Santa Maria Police Department on July 2nd through July
4th. There were a total of 22 High School youth who
participated in the program and one adult. Students
in the program participated in several sessions of
classroom instruction followed by multiple hands on
activities. Several police officers participated in the
instruction and demonstration exercises. Officer Rafael
Torres and Officer Monique Sandoval served as mentor
officers for the students throughout the program. On
day one, the students learned about basic crime scene
investigations, DUI and traffic investigations. The day
concluded with an introduction to SWAT tactics and
equipment. The youth took a ride in the Armored
Rescue Vehicle (ARV) which they all enjoyed. A majority
of day two was spent at the Lompoc Training Center.
Touring the Police Academy class being instructed and
toured the Fire training portion of the facility.
The final day of July 4th students put to work some
of the things they had learned by investigating a
mock crime scene. There was a K-9 instruction and
demonstration that followed. The day concluded
with a family barbecue. Around 60 additional family
members came to enjoy burgers and hot dogs with
their children and SMPD Officers. There were over 80
people total in attendance for the BBQ and graduation
ceremony.
____________________________________________
For more information visit www.cityofsantamaria.org.

Youth Citizens’ Academy
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Youth Pride Work Project
The start of the Youth Pride Work Project began back
in the 70’s. The youth were being classified as high risk
due to the poor choices that were made by teens. The
community wanted a solution to this problem therefore
the American GI Forum Education Foundation began the
program ‘Youth Pride Work Project’ through this program
kids were assigned to a youth ‘work’ program for 12
weeks. Participants worked for agencies, organizations,
and local businesses. At their designated work students
were exposed to a work place environment where they
learned about responsibilities and commitment. Overall
the Youth Pride Work Project has been very beneficial
for teens.
____________________________________________
For more information visit
www.agifedfoundation.org

Pitch, Hit & Run
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